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End of Year Celebration
Sunday 30th November
11.30 am to approx. 12.30 pm

Northern Escarpment Reserve 195 Edinburgh Road, Castlecrag
The Committee cordially invites you, your family and friends to our end of year social. This
is an opportunity to meet old friends and make new ones, and to exchange views on any subject of
interest to you. We suggest Climate Change. Bring some food to share and any refreshments you
desire.

We Wish you a Merry Christmas & a
Sustainable Environmental New Year
RENEW YOUR SUB. JOIN, SUPPORT THE CASTLECRAG CONSERVATION SOCIETY.
ADD YOUR VOICE DEMANDING IMMEDIATE ACTION ON GLOBAL WARMING
INSIDE
Quotes & Sayings p1; Better Planning Network p2; Community Charter; Give 10/50 The Chop - The
sound of chainsaws p3; Old King Cole (coal) p4-5; Global Warming comments p 6; Flannery relaunches
scrapped Climate Commission p7, Abbott’s Direct Action p7; IPC Report p8

Grant on right track

Quotes & Sayings
Miners day of reckoning
One day this planet is going to say enough is enough and
make itself free from these huge extractions that are
burnt into its atmosphere. I trust BHP is already investing some its handsome profits into renewable energy
research for when the day of reckoning comes.
Ken Pares, letters, News Review, SMH Sept. 27-28 2014

Don’t trust Bureau of Meteorology, says Abbott’s
business advisor
The title of this article could have read “Don’t trust
Bureau of Meteorology, says weather expert. But,
actually, it’s not a weather expert, its Tony Abbott’s top
business advisor Maurice Newman who has called for an
‘independent’ review of the Bureau of Meteorology.
Newman, the former investment banker who once
headed the ASX and the ABC, recently advised the
world to prepare for global cooling, and now says he is
unhappy with the process of what he calls
“homogenising” climate record. In a new column for
The Australian newspaper, he says the BoM has become
caught up in global warming politics.
Sam Parkinson, 1 October 2014 New Economy

War and Profits
Led by Lockheed Martin, the biggest US defence companies
are trading at record prices as shareholders reap rewards from
escalating military conflict around the world,” reported
Richard Clough in Bloomberg News on Sept.25. …. War
generates profits and 21st capitalism now wages the permanent
war in the Third World. There is no peace in sight while this
toxic system remains in place.”
Peter Boyle “Arms makers record super-profits”, Green Left Weekly Oct.1,
2014

Pay polluters to pollute!
”We are the only country in the world to pay polluters to
pollute. Its analogous to paying criminals to to stop

The Middle Harbour walking track network will be
extended with a $15,000 State Environment grant grant.
Willoughby Council will match the funds and build 1.5
km of new walking tracts around Sailors Bay, linking
the Castlecrag Boat Shed to the Haven Amphitheatre.
There will also be a new walking track at HD Robb.
Reserve at Castle Cove. NST, November 2014

Better Planning Network Inc - New
Constitution

At a special meeting on 10th
November of BPN endorsed a new constitution and elected
the executive and committee for the next twelve months.
The meeting expressed their deep appreciation of the
outstanding work carried out by Corinne Fisher in the
formation and development of BPN.
The objectives of the constitution are: The Better Planning
Network is a not-for-profit, incorporated association that
comprises of associations, organisations and individuals. Its
objectives are to advocate the implementation of
environmental planning and assessment legislation in New
South Wales that :
is driven by theprinciples of ecologically sustainable
development, together with community wellbeing and quality
of human life;
promotes an appropriate balance between the needs of a
healthy environment and the reasonable needs of people to
live and work. enhances community wellbeing - social
environmental and economic;
ensures opportunities for public involvement and
participation in environmental planning and assessment;
and
protects our environment, including our natural and
cultural heritage, and
other objectives as determined from time to time by
BPN’s Leadership Group.

committing crimes. How ludicrous. “

Andrew McLaughlin Concord, Letters SMH November 3, 2014
CCS Executive & Committee 2014

Abbott a huge risk!
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“He (Tony Abbott) is a huge risk to the country promoting
coal, he’s not only driving global warming, but is actually
putting the Australian country at risk. “
Senator Christine Milne, SMH November 4, 2014

Marrickville Council acts on CSG
Marrickville Council on October 15 unanimously decided to
support the campaign to extinguish the coal (CSG)covering
the whole of the Sydney basin.
Stop CSG Sydney, October 15,20 14
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thecommunitycharter.org

PLANNING FOR PEOPLE
A COMMUNITY CHARTER FOR
GOOD PLANNING IN NSW
Our Vision
A planning system that thinks of both today and tomorrow; is
built on fairness, equity and the concept of Ecologically
Sustainable Development; guides quality development to the right
places; ensures poorly designed developments and those in the
wrong place don’t get built; and protects the things that matter,
from open spaces, bushland and productive agricultural land to
much-loved historic town centres and buildings.

Principles
Good planning is governed by the following principles:
• The well-being of the whole community, the environment and
future generations across regional, rural and urban NSW.
• Effective and genuine public participation in strategic planning
and development decisions.
• An open, accessible, transparent and accountable, corruptionfree planning system.
• The integration of land use planning with the provision of
infrastructure and the conservation of our natural, built and
cultural environment.
• Objective, evidence-based assessment of strategic planning and
development proposals.
These principles will guide a planning system that:
• Respects, values and conserves our natural environment and the
services it provides.
• Facilitates world-class urban environments with well- designed,
resource-efficient housing, public spaces and solar access that
meet the needs of residents, workers and pedestrians.
• Provides housing choice, including affordable housing and
sufficient housing for the disadvantaged, in a diversity of
locations.
• Celebrates, respects and conserves our cultural (including
Aboriginal) and built heritage.
• Protects and sustainably manages our natural resources,
including our water resources, fragile coastlines and irreplaceable
agricultural land for the benefit of present and future generations
while maintaining or enhancing ecological processes and
biological diversity.
• Retains and protects our crown lands, natural areas, landscapes
and flora and fauna for the benefit of the people of NSW.
• Gives local and regional communities a genuine
and meaningful voice in shaping their local area
and region, its character and the location, height and density of
housing. Provides certainty and fairness to communities.

!
The 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Code of Practice is now
in operation with clearing occurring across the State. The
policy is already causing the loss of much loved
suburban greenery, as well as endangered ecological
communities such as coastal littoral rainforest.
Local communities must be given the opportunity
to opt out from the code and become 10/50 Free Zones;
Environmental and heritage protections must be
restored under the scheme;
An immediate and independent review of the 10/50
code must be implemented to assess the impact it is
having across the State, and make necessary changes to
protect threatened trees and ecological communities
To join the campaign go to: https://
davidshoebridge.good.do/give1050thechop/email-theminister-and-opposition-to-share-your-concerns/
Please share this page with your friends and local
communities. NCC

The sound of chainsaws
The sound of chainsaws is reverberating through bushland
suburbs across the state as the Baird Government’s attack on
nature continues.
New urban land-clearing rules allow property owners in
huge parts of the state to fell all trees within 10 metres of
houses without council or government approval.
Due to public pressure this decision in now under
review. If you’ve signed a petition, called the Premier or
attended a protest – thank you! Please join the call for an
immediate moratorium on the use of the rule by making a
quick submission today.
The rule was introduced to reduce fire risk despite no
clear evidence that it will work. Fire experts say the 10/50 rule
is bad policy developed on the hoof.
We all agree people need to make their homes safe from
bushfire, but this rule doesn't do that. It simply allows some
unscrupulous people to cut down trees for better views and
higher property prices.
Many of us are urban people and our cities are great
places to live – vibrant, multicultural with plenty going on for
our kids. Yet trees make a difference to the quality of our urban
lives. They are habitat for birds, playhouses for our kids and
places of refuge for busy minds.
Karl Beckert Forest & Wildlife campaigner
mailto:kbeckert@nature.org.au 5 November 2014
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“Old King Cole(Coal) was a merry old soul”… But not any more!
Dr Jotzo said Australia's reliance on coal was shortsighted and a "potentially economically dangerous"
strategy, adding that the Prime Minister's comments
could be read as a rebuke following China's tariff move.
“Locking in Australia's reliance on coal was shortsighted and "if we were to hitch our wagon to coal we
would be putting the Australian economy on a
downward trajectory".
Climate Institute chief executive John Connor said the
Prime Minister was "taking a higher and higher stakes
gamble by putting all the chips on coal".
Earlier on Monday, Opposition Leader Bill Shorten
said that Australia risked being seen as the climate
sceptic capital of the world ahead of the G20 meeting in
November.
"We've got the G20 coming up. Most nations in the
world at the G20 are dealing with climate change. Yet
we're the climate sceptics capital of the world," he said.
"The rest of the world is moving towards taking real
action on climate change, yet we've got a government
who's slammed the nation into reverse gear and
retreating away from action.”

“Coal is good for humanity”

Moir , News Review SMH 18-19 Oct. 2014

"Let's have no demonisation of coal," Mr Abbott said on
Monday.
"Coal is good for humanity, coal is good for
prosperity, coal is an essential part of our economic
future, here in Australia, and right around the world.”
The Prime Minister's comments, which angered the
environmental movement, came at the opening of the
$US3.4 billion ($3.9 billion) Caval Ridge Mine in
Central Queensland, a joint venture between BHP and
Mitsubishi. The mine will produce 5.5 million tonnes
annually of metallurgical coal and employ about 500
people…..
The Coalition had affirmed its faith in the coal
industry by abolishing the carbon tax and mining, Mr
Abbott said, but if there was a change of government at
the next election both of those taxes could come back.
"If you want to sustain the coal industry, if you want to
sustain the jobs, if you want to sustain the towns that
depend on the coal industry you have got to support the
Coalition, because we support coal, we think that coal
has a big future as well as a big past."
Mr Abbott's comments about coal having a bright
future are in conflict with the United Nations' top climate
official Christiana Figueres, who has warned most of the
world's coal must be left in the ground to avoid
catastrophic global warming…
Less than two weeks ago, a lead adviser to German
Chancellor Angela Merkel lashed the Abbott
government's championing of the coal industry as an
economic "suicide strategy"...
ANU economist Frank Jotzo said he was alarmed the
Prime Minister used words like "faith" to describe his
feelings about coal's future in Australia….

James Massola, Peter Kerr, Lisa Cox, SMH Oct. 14, 2014

Gaseous odour of a reddish herring
The fury over the ANU's fossil fuel divestment is the
greatest red herring since 19th century English
polemicist William Cobbett used a rotting kipper to
distract his hunting dogs from chasing a hare.
In a free society, why should an independent institution
not make its own investment decisions without undue
pressure from government and its champions of vested
interest?
Tony Abbott, equally, is entitled to call it "stupid". But
the overkill, from press and politicians alike, over a $16
million parcel of shares has been so harrowing, so
endless, it is almost quaint.
Stanford University has done the same. No hysteria
there. Glasgow has done it, too, to positive press. Add to
these another dozen universities and colleges and the
likes of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the British
Medical Association, the World Council of Churches
and, last week, the Anglican Church of Canberra and the
Anglican Super Fund.
As in all things, time will tell if they have made the
wrong decision.
Michael West, BusinessDay 17 Oct. 2014
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Drayton, Coalpac knockbacks
a 'brutal double blow' for coal
miners in NSW

“The Awakened Giant”
Environmentalism is undergoing a radical transformation. New science has shown how long-held notions
about trying to save the planet and preserve the life we
have today no longer apply. Instead a growing chorus of
senior scientists refer to the Earth with metaphors such
as “the awakened giant” and “the ornery beast”, a planet
is “fighting back “ and seeking “revenge”, and a new era
of “angry summers” and “death spirals”.

October 21, 2014
Peter Hannam Environment Editor, The Sydney Morning
Herald

Renew economy May 2014

Large shifts in natural communities
There are numerous signs that climate change is already
causing large shifts in natural communities. These
include shifts in the distribution of species along
gradients such as the east coast of Australia, where
species of butterflies and other insects, as well as birds
are now being found further south. These organisms, as
well as some mammals and reptiles, are also moving to
higher elevations as conditions become warmer.

!
Darley Woodlands: Saved from the coal mine expansion at
South Drayton. Photo: Peter Stoop

The coal industry in NSW has suffered a "brutal double
blow" following the rejection by the Planning
Assessment Commission of two open-cut mine
expansions in the Hunter Valley and the Blue Mountains,
the NSW Minerals Council said.

The WWF’s report on the shockingly
rapid decline in wildlife should surely
move us to action

The commission dismissed plans to expand the Drayton
mine south-east of Muswellbrook and the "Coalpac
Consolidation Project" near the Gardens of Stone
National Park, northwest of Lithgow.

Michelle Nijhuis The Observer, 5 October 2014

We must all take responsibility for combating climate change.
not just in our community, but elsewhere too.
Last week, when the WWF released its annual Living Planet
report, the conservation organisation promised that the contents
were “not for the faint-hearted”. The report’s leading statistic is
as grim as advertised: Over the past 40 years, there has been a
more than 50% decline in the size of 10,000 representative
populations of mammals, birds, reptiles and fish. Two human
generations; half the animals gone. (That’s not even counting
invertebrates.) The leading causes of this continuing decline,
say WWF scientists, are exploitation – unsustainable levels of
hunting and fishing, whether for food or profit – habitat
degradation and loss, and climate change

The Drayton South project was "not in the public
interest" because it came too close to the Coolmore and
Darley thoroughbred stud farms, deemed to be "critical"
to the nation's equine industry.


Expansion plans turned down: Calls for the government to declare Ben Bullen
State Forest (pictured) a conservation area. Photo: Ben Cubby

“
The Commission considers the economic benefits of the
proposed mine must be weighed against not only the
potential economic loss of the equine industry...but also
the negative impact on the international reputation of
NSW and Australia," the three commission members
said. The region's wine and tourism industries would
also suffer, they said.
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Global Warming - Comments -Action
30,000 march in Melbourne for
climate action 21 SEPT . 2014
A wave of global climate change demonstrations has kicked
off in Melbourne and the message from the crowd of about
30,000 is clear - it's time for action. About 1000 protesters

joined together in a central Sydney park, forming a human
sign saying 'beyond coal and gas' to spell out their demand to
state and federal governments.
Thought bubbles: Protesters at Glebe's Bicentennial Park
made their feelings clear as fossil fuel emissions hit a
record high. Protests were organised in 150 countries
ahead of a UN climate change summit in New York.
Photo: Essential Media

SMH 22 September 2014

Capitalism: climate crisis is a chance for
change
Take home message from Naomi Klein is that “We can’t
sit this one out, not [just] because we have too much to
lose, but because we have too much to gain… for a great
number of people climate action is their best hope for a
better future far more exciting than anything else
currently on offer”.
Naomi Klein in her book This changes everything. She says capitalism’s
climate crisis is a chance for change. From a book review by Gemma Weedall,
Green Left Weekly, Oct 15, 2014

Emissions continue upward trend
As the UN recently acknowledged in the 2014 Millenium
Development Goals I report: “Global emissions of
carbon dioxide continued their upward trend and those in
2011 were almost 50 percent above their 1999 level.
Millions of hectares of forest are lost every year, many
species are driven closer to extinction and water
resources are becoming scarcer.”
David Rowlands Climate crisis backdrop to UN talks Green Left Weekly ,Oct.

Direct Action
“I have made an incinerator and will now be applying
for a grant from the government not to use it. At least
I’m doing my bit”. Matthew Nuttall, Letters SMH, Nov 5, 2014

In 30 years’ time
Global warming is going to exact a brutal toll not only
on natural landscapes and agriculture button wildlife,
with countless thousands of species set to be extinguished before our very eyes. Exactly which species will go
depends on their mobility and adaptability. But there is
one creature whose disappearance by 2040 is all but
guaranteed : the climate sceptic “In 30 years’ time, the
effects of climate change will be so obvious that no one
will be able to deny it,” says Professor Lesley Hughes of
the biological sciences department at Sydney’s
Macquarie University.
Tim Elliot “A brief history of the future”, Good Weekend, Sept. 27, 2014

“Failure to act is a crime against
humanity”
“We have no non-radical solutions left to deal with
climate change....Either we face a radical climate
catastrophe or we must radically shift our economy and
modes of social organisation away from the current
fossil fuel economy …. that failure to act is a crime
against humanity”.
David Spratt and Ian Dunlop speaking at a National Climate Restoration Forum
Held 21-22 June 2014, Green Left Weekly July 2, 2014

Crisis in Peru.. Uncertain future for
Homo sapiens
A study on drinking water by the US-based National
Academy of Sciences found “ About one in four Lima
residents have no water service, and the city already
struggles to provide for them”. …… A recent multiauthored study published by the European Geosciences
Union concluded that “In terms of changes in surface
area and length of glacier retreat in the tropical Andes
over the last three decades unprecedented since the
maximum extension of the Little Ice Age”. …..The
plight of the Andean glaciers and the predicament faced
by those who live in this region, reflects the uncertain
future facing the entire human species as temperatures
soar in the 21st century, perhaps by 4 degrees C by the
century’s end.
David Rowlands, Peru, Climate crisis backdrop to UN talks, Green Left Weekly
October. 2 014
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Tim Flannery relaunches
scrapped Climate Commission
as community-funded body

Abbott government's Direct Action
plan casts pall of uncertainty

24 Sept 2013, ABC News

Direct Action, the centrepiece of the Abbott
government's efforts to address climate change, remains
a largely unknown quantity even in the wake of this
week's breakthrough deal between the Coalition and
Palmer United.

“A climate science body abolished by the Federal Government
has been relaunched as a community-funded organisation.
The Climate Commission was set up to advise on the
science and economics of carbon pricing, but was scrapped by
the Government last week.
The group's former chief commissioner, Tim Flannery,
says thanks to enormous public support, it has been relaunched
as the Climate Council.
"We need a clear, credible and authoritative and independent voice in this area and there has never really been a more
critical time for that voice than now," he said.
He says the council has raised about $7,000 since
donations started at midnight.
“We had our first donation from James in New South
Wales for $15 at midnight. We've been raising $1,000 an hour
and that's through the night," he said. Under the previous
government's model, the Climate Commission cost about $5.4
million over a four-year period.
But Professor Flannery says the Climate Council should
be able to run on a smaller budget. Professor Flannery says he
and his fellow former commissioners will volunteer their time
to get the council started.
The Climate Institute's Mark Wooton says a publicly
funded body is still needed so scientific work is not unduly
influenced by private donors and it can have the ear of
government.
"We need independent voices there that are set outside the
processes of outside funders and also the immediacy of
government to step forward and hold account perhaps the
government at times, but also to be a good communicator of
the science," he said.”

A Mickey Mouse scheme !
Direct Action is a “Mickey Mouse” scheme that falls
short of the “real leadership needed to tackle climate
change, a former adviser (Geoff Cousins) to John
Howard says … “This scheme has been hatched up with
the leader of a mining company.”
Judith Ireland,SMH Nov3, 2014

Santos' coal seam gas project threatens the
lifeblood of Australia - the Great Artesian Basin.
A new report confirmed drilling from Santos' Narrabri
CSG project could "stop bores flowing throughout the
basin, which is the sole water source for towns and
farms across 22 per cent of Australia.” Essentially, much
of the Australia's groundwater could stop flowing.
GetUp November 2014

Environment Minister Greg Hunt hails his signature
program as a "practical solution" for Australia to achieve
its target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 5 per
cent of 2000 levels by 2020.
We must all take responsibility for combating climate
change. not just in our community, but elsewhere too.



Cartoon: Cathy Wilcox

According to Tom Allard and Lisa Cox(SMH News Review
November 1-2 2014) Palmer too, benefits, financially from
the government’s climate change approach. His
Queensland nickel refinery is an emitter that paid almost
$10 million in carbon taxes. It could now apply for a
direct action subsidy to reduce emissions.
His extensive coal mining tenements in Queensland
in the Galilee Basin means he has an interest in the
ongoing success of coal-fired power generators, big
winners at the end of the carbon tax.
Peter Hannam October 31, 2014,SMH

Emissions plan a step backwards
So the man who said climate change was crap has done a deal
with one of Australia's biggest coal barons to secure a plan that
will (fingers crossed) reduce our emissions ("Direct Action
climate plan passes the Senate with help from Palmer United
Party", smh.com.au, October 31). Talk about having Dracula in
charge of the blood bank.
As for planting trees, we're going to need a big green army to
be able to plant new trees faster than we are ripping out old
ones. The yellow shirt army have been working around the
clock to rid us of that annoying state forest at Maules Creek
that is in the way a big new open-cut coal mine. Yes, the
handbrake is now off the economy and Australia is open for
business.
Kris Spike, Letters, SMH.
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The IPCC's report estimates we are already 0.85
degrees above pre-industrial temperatures, and we are
"locked in" to reach 1.1 degrees by 2035.
"So there's a very good chance that without very
significant, urgent and sustained mitigation this century,
we will cross that threshold for the Greenland ice sheet
[melting]," Dr Church said.
“If asked what would make the work worthwhile, Dr
Church said it would be seeing the world switch to
renewable, low-carbon energy.
By 2040 Australia should aim at 40 per cent of our
energy coming from renewable sources, he said.
But no one nation can solve this – only by pulling
together can we solve the problem, he said.
The climate expert: If we were able to magically stop
greenhouse gas emissions today, the planet will stay
warm for centuries.
"We have already committed ourselves," said Dr Scott
Power, IPCC author and a senior researcher at the
Bureau of Meteorology.
"Our prediction is that the temperature of the planet
will be something like 1.1 degrees warmer than the latter
half of the 19th century [by 2035].
"That's the best expectation."
After 2040, it's up to us whether we keep on warming
to 4 degrees and beyond, or keep to a 1.5-2 degree
bump. And that depends pretty much on how much
greenhouse gas we put in the atmosphere from now on.
Under the business as usual scenario, Australia is up for
a shopping list of undesirables: loss of the Great Barrier
Reef ecosystem from heat and acidification, more days
of "severe fire weather" each year, more extreme rainfall
and resulting flooding, less drinking water, and more
crop-killing heatwaves.
Dr Power said the so-called recent "hiatus" in global
warming has been explained by several new studies –
confirming the conclusions in the report.
Though the average surface temperature has not risen
significantly in the last decade or so, this is because heat
has been dragged into the depths of the ocean more
quickly than usual.
“It's not true to say the climate system wasn't warming
up," Dr Power said.
But this was an aberration due to short-term natural
variability. Such variability could just as easily speed up
global surface temperature change.
Another short-term difference has been unusually
high volcanic action, which reflected a bit more heat
than usual back into space – and the output of the sun
also showed a little dip over the same period.
"It doesn't really change any of the major conclusions
[of the IPCC's reports]," he said.

IPCC report: Little time left
to act on climate change
Nick Miller, SMH November 3, 2014

•UN panel warns opportunity to stop climate
change fading fast
•Climate change funding deadline looms
•Fossil fuels 'here to stay'
Copenhagen: After this weekend's climate conference
in Copenhagen, Fairfax Media sat down with three of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change's leading
experts – two of them Australian - to ask them about the
latest science, and the options and challenges facing the
world.
The ocean expert: "You can look at sea levels and say
'gee, this is a depressing story'. But you can also say
there's an opportunity to change it."
Quiet-voiced, bushy-bearded Dr John Church, who
works in Tasmania for the CSIRO, is one of the world's
most respected experts on sea levels. He was picked to
be one of the leading authors for the IPCC's climate
reports.
"It's very clear the sea level has been rising during the
20th century, faster than during the pre-industrial
period," he said "I argue there has been an acceleration
during the 20th century."
This latest IPCC report is the first time scientists
can explain to their own satisfaction why sea levels are
rising, Dr Church said. Oceans are expanding as they
heat up, glaciers are melting, and in the last few decades
we have been pumping water out of aquifers faster than
we are storing it in dams.
The correlation is clear between hotter climate and
higher sea levels, Dr Church explained.
Thousands of years in the past, between ice ages,
when the global temperature was about 2 degrees
warmer than today, sea levels were 5-10 metres higher
than today.
Elsewhere in the IPCC report, experts predict that
even with a fairly strong level of action on greenhouse
gas emissions in the next couple of decades, by the end
of the century the world will be about 2 degrees warmer.
Dr Church said the biggest risk of a dramatic,
unstoppable rise in sea levels lies in the huge ice sheet
on Greenland. At some stage there will be a "tipping
point", after which the ice sheet melts faster than it can
gather snow and ice.
Add that water to the oceans, and the sea level will
eventually be 7 metres higher. "We estimate that
threshold to be somewhere between 1 degree Celsius to
4 degrees above pre-industrial temperatures," Dr Church
said.
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