
Castlecrag Conservation Society  Inc
   PO Box  4230  Castlecrag  2068  http://castlecragconservationsociety.org/

Newsletter No  99    June 2015 
      

       CONSERVATION UP-D ATE

   Next Meeting        Wednesday 24 June                                    
                 8pm

                Glenaeon School Hall, Edinburgh Road, Castlecrag                                           
                                                                                                                          

AGM      To be followed by  

                                                      Jan Felton
             Open Space Community Projects Officer at Willoughby City Council

                                           Griffin Reserves Castlecrag Plan of Management                               
Jan is currently working with the Bushland team as an Open Space Community Projects Officer. This work has a strong focus 
on community consultation and has involved landscape design work, production of management plans, event management, 
community workshops and assisting community members in setting up community gardens.
Jan  is  a landscape and architectural designer and has  maintained a strong focus on environmental sustainability in her career 
which has focused on conceptual development, planning, design and delivery of projects in both landscape and architectural 
design and has worked with community from diverse cultural backgrounds including several years with the Aboriginal 
Housing Company and also in Nigeria. She has taught design in architecture and interior architecture for many years.
 
Jan will present the revised Plan of Management (POM)which is one of a group of POMs that cover the open space 
reserves in the City of Willoughby. The Griffin Reserve System (GRS) lies in the Griffin Conservation Area of Castlecrag 
and consists of two estates - the Castlecrag Estate and the Haven Estate. 

Supper will follow Jan’s talk
Castlecrag Fair:   The raffle for  the fabulous hamper with goodies donated by Diana Jones and Gay Spies, was  won by 
David Howell of Castlecrag.   Lorraine Cairnes donated jams which, while not cakes, sold like hot cakes.                         

WEPA’s Stop the Chop petition below was signed by all we approached  :                                                                         
ANOTHER 10/50 DISASTER

Dear Minister Berejiklian,   Willoughby LGA has lost  over  400 trees  since  Code 10/50 was introduced. Bushfire  prevention  was 
cited in only one instance.
 On Friday  5 June  2015 — Earth Day — a magnificent  huge  old very healthy  Angophora  was cut down in Rockley St, near  the 
corner  of The Barbican Castlecrag  and not far  from Middle Harbour. It was not a bushfire risk.
When will  this State Government  repeal this appalling policy?
We residents of Castlecrag and nearby areas are calling on you to act now.   

The  letter  on Climate  Change to the Prime Minister was also signed by everyone we approached except for  three  who 
refused, with one saying he welcomed climate change.  (Letter page 2)                                                                                                                                                                                   

 
INSIDE

Quotes & Sayings, Committee Decisions, Climate Change letter to PM, Another10/50  disaster. Page 2;  Editorial,  Bjørn 
Lomborg Centre . Page 3;  Banks refuse  mines, Keep it in the  ground,  Australia  public enemy  number one, Sydney water at 
risk.   Page 4; Corporate Australia in Denial,. Page 5; The  Fight against Climate Change. Page 6; Collision Course Book Review 
Page 7;  Extinct Frog discovered. Page 8;  Anti-CSG Protesters. Page 9; Electrical Waste, Laos Mekong Dam.  Page 10 ; 
Protesters condemn Arctic Drilling, Will Abbott save Galilee. Page11;  Government gives fossil fuel industry $5.3b million per 
year, Protests against BP’s plans to drill for oil in Great Australian Bight. Page 12  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Quotes & sayings  

‘The climate  is on a  performance-enhancing drug and that 
drug is carbon dioxide.    Professor Pitman in “Environment temperatures  
rising”, , SMH14 April 2015

No problems with Tony in charge
The $2 million was siphoned from the remainders of the Minerals 
Council of Australia (MCA’s) 2010 war chest, which was 
drummed up to fight the mining tax. It helped remove Kevin 
Rudd for the measly sum of $22 million, and left millions sitting 
in the coffers with no enemies in sight with Tony Abbott in 
charge.      Colin Kruger Business Day   SMH  May 20, 2015

Woodside Petroleum CEO Peter Coleman's 
attack on coal leaves politicians fuming 

 June 8, 2015 SMH Angela Macdonald-Smith 
In his address at the high-profile World Gas Conference, Mr 
Coleman scorned the "clean coal" moniker, and said the gas 
industry had been "too timid to aggressively address the short- 
comings of coal", which he blamed for "staggering" problems of 
smog in cities in China and India.

John Connor, chief executive  of the Climate Institute, 
said neither coal nor gas was acceptable as a fuel in a carbon-
constrained future without carbon capture and storage.  
                                                      

Uranium mine in Kakadu to shut down
The Kakadu uranium miner Energy Resources Australia (ERA) 
just cancelled their planned controversial and contested 
underground mine – Ranger 3 Deep.

The plan never made sense and now ERA has accepted 
that it wouldn’t make dollars either.

“We'll keep an eagle eye on ERA and Rio Tinto to make 
sure they honour their commitment to clean up Ranger.
 ACF will keep working with the Mirarr Traditional 
Owners in the transition to a post-mining regional economy and 
in helping to protect Kakadu. Our vision of a mine and nuclear 
free Kakadu is that much closer.”  
             Dave Sweeney ACF June 12, 2015 

  Norway  Divests from coal                          
Norway’s parliament voted on June 5 to sell its country’s pension 

and  shares in companies that mine and burn coal. This will  
remove $8.9 billion  invested in coal, the largest  fossil fuel  
investment ever.                                  Green Left Weekly June 16, 2015 

Nationals push for ban on CSG in the 
Northern Rivers
Several NSW National MPs want the Baird Government to 
change its policy and support a ban on coal seam gas for the 
Northern Rivers region.                                           SMH May 26, 2015

Port Augusta Power  stations with solar  thermal                                                                                      
The  Repower Port Augusta Alliance has called on the state 
government to invest in  building solar thermal in Port Augusta 
following Alinta’s surprise announcement that it will close the 
Port Augusta coal-fired power stations and the associated Leigh
Creek mine by 2018.                       Green Left Weekly June 26, 2015         

Castlecrag Conservation Society committee 
meeting 8 May
Reports were received and discussed :                                       
Castlecrag Heritage Events                                                                          
Trees in Castlecrag and the 10/50 rule
Haven Amphitheatre  update                                                  
Proposal for a liquor store within IGA  at shops                            
Update on Linden Way rebuild                                                                    
The Pinnacle Bus Pavilion  on May 30                                       
Fauna report on sightings and losses in Castlecrag                                                    
Castlecrag winner for WCC Heritage Photo competition
It was resolved to have a stall at the Community Fair and have a 
petition on Climate Change and have our AGM on 24 June with    
Jan Felton as our speaker on The Griffin  Reserves Plan of 
Management.

Climate Change  Letter to PM 
We, the undersigned, request your government to take 

urgent  action on climate change by adopting the following 
recommendations: 
`    Enforce the Polluter Pays principle; 
     Remove subsidies from fossil fuel companies; 
     Keep fossil fuels in the ground; 
     Increase the Renewable Energy Target. While we 
appreciate the recent decision on the RET, it is far too low to 
stop the temperature rising above 2 C by 2020.  The next 
decade is critical for getting us off the current trajectory 
toward 4o—6 oC warming.                                                                                                                  
Close tax havens;                                                                                            
Climate change is an ecological crisis.   The adoption of our 
recommendations will contribute towards a better life for
most of us, help save civilisation and reduce the risk of   
extinction of human and other species. It will also provide a 
more prosperous economy as well as providing funds of wind 
and solar  energy.    

Another 10/50 disaster                     
On Earth Day, too                                                              
Another tragedy, this time in Rockley St. It took them most of 
Friday to chainsaw this huge Angophora which would have been 
huge when Walter and Marion passed this way. It looked so tragic, 
this proud and sound tree all piled in the gutter. I met Fabia there 
in tears. A horrible loss.
                                                            Lorraine Cairnes

���  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EDITORIAL

The world is facing a crisis: Climate Change.  Should we in Castlecrag worry about it?   Yes we should.  John Donne 
pointed out   “no man  is an island, entire  of itself, very man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main.” So we too 
are part  of the world. Climate Change affects us and what we do also affects  global warming.    Can we  put a limit on  
the planet’s resources and the ideology of infinite  economic growth?  

 ````
`Ian Lowe in his review of Kerryn Higg’s  Collision Course - endless growth  on a finite planet, says: “This clear and 
cogent book is an important wake-up call. It should not need saying that it is impossible for human populations and 
economies to grow without limit on a finite planet, but that delusion is widespread. This book is a reminder of the 
inconvenient truth that should be informing our leaders, as well as an excellent analysis of the way public understanding 
of our global predicament has been systematically subverted for decades by powerful vested interests.”    (See page 7)

Naomi Klein in her book  “The fight against climate change is down to us – the 99%”  says “ The point is, today 
everyone can see that the system is deeply unjust and careening out of control. Unfettered greed has trashed the global 
economy. And we are trashing the natural world. We are overfishing our oceans, polluting our water with fracking and 
deepwater drilling, turning to the dirtiest forms of energy on the planet, like the Alberta tar sands. The atmosphere can't 
absorb the amount of carbon we are putting into it, creating dangerous warming. The new normal is serial disasters: 
economic and ecological.” She points out that our economic system and our planetary system are now at war….   Is it 
possible to turn around this trashing of our planet?   “Absolutely. Is it possible without challenging the fundamental logic 
of deregulated capitalism? Not a chance…. Climate change is a civilizational call-up call. A powerful  message— spoken 
in the language of fires, floods, droughts, and extinctions. Telling us we need an entirely new economic model and a new 
way of sharing this planet. Telling us that we need to evolve.” (See page 6)

Kerryn Higgs explains in great detail  how and why the multinational and national corporations do everything in their 
power to keep us in our present economic system and maintain their profits.  Ian Dunlop also examines the role and 
actions of corporations, he says “ Corporate Australia is in complete denial about climate change.” (See page 5)

Conservation Up-Date has consistently reported on over the last two decades our concerns about Climate Change.   But 
now we have to do more. So we in Castlecrag should be discussing Climate Change and deciding what we should do.  
It’s over to all of us.  

Australian taxpayers funding 
climate contrarian's methods 
with $4m Bjørn Lomborg 
centre
Graham Readfearn The Guardian   23 April

Lomborg’s think tank methods underplay the impact of 
climate change and have ‘no academic credibility’ says 
leading climate economist.

Danish political scientist and climate change 
contrarian Bjørn Lomborg says the poorest countries in the 
world need coal and climate change just isn’t as big a 
problem as some people make out.

Australia’s Prime Minister Tony Abbott says “coal 
is good for humanity” and there are more pressing 
problems in the world than climate change, which he once 
described as “crap” but now says he accepts.

So it’s not surprising then that the latter should furnish the 
former with $4 million of taxpayer funds to start an 
Australian arm of Lomborg’s Copenhagen Consensus 
Centre (CCC) at the University of Western Australia’s 
business school.

Former government climate commissioner Tim 
Flannery, whose Climate Commission was defunded when 
the Abbott government won office, said the funding was 
“an insult to the scientific community”. Christopher Pyne 
vows to find new home for Bjørn Lomborg centre
                                                 Lenore Taylor The Guardian 8 May 2015  
Australia’s education minister, Christopher Pyne, has 
vowed to find another university to host the  Bjørn 
Lomborg “consensus centre” and is seeking legal advice 
about a decision by the University of Western Australia 
(UWA) to hand back $4m in federal government funding 
awarded for it.

UWA handed back the funding and dropped its 
connection with Lomborg, saying that lack of support 
among its academics made the centre untenable.  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Banks refuse to fund     
Queensland Mine   

           Three French banks - BNParibas, Credit Agricole and 
Societe General - said they will not be involved in proposed 
mines for the coal-rich Galilee Basin region of Queensland.

Australia last year approved a 16.5 billion dollars mine 
development by the company, with the project set to
play a major role in opening up Queensland's resource-rich
Galilee  Basin,

Former Greens leader Christine Milne said: The three French 
banks join another eight international banks in ruling out finance 
for the Galilee Basin coal mines… This leaves Indian coal 
company Adani, which is already mortgaged to the hilt, with very  
few options to finance the Carmichael mine and Abbot coal port 
expansion.   Green Left Weekly  April 2015                                         

Keep it in the Ground
The  former  editor-in-chief  of  The  Guardian,  Alan 
Rusbridger,  calls  the  team to  arms and challenges  them: 
can they find a new way to report on climate change? He 
outlines why this is the most important story in the world 
and why most of the fossil fuels we already know about 
need to be kept in the ground. Given six months, can they 
succeed to engage readers in a new way?
Two degrees
The  generally  agreed  threshold  for  planetary  warming 
since  pre-industrial  times  that  would  bring  about 
"dangerous" climate change.
Keep it in the ground
The quantity of carbon in proven fossil fuel reserves owned 
by companies and states is between three and five times the 
amount  necessary,  if  burnt,  to  take  us  beyond  the  two 
degree limit.
Why  we  need  to  keep  fossil  fuels  in  the 
ground
We need to reduce emissions to keep our planet safe for 
future generations - the science is clear. Guardian 
journalists explain the 'keep it in the ground' theory in easy 
to understand terms:
"The problem with this story is… it’s so big, and it doesn’t 
change much from day to  day.  Journalism is  brilliant  at 
capturing  momentum,  or  changes,  or  things  that  are 
unusual. If it’s basically the same every day, every week, 
every year, I think journalists lose heart."

Alan Rusbridger, editor-in-chief  The Guardian  20 April 2015

Australia 'public enemy 
number one' of UN climate 
talks, says Nobel laureate
Dr Peter Doherty, Nobel laureate of medicine, says a clear 
message has emerged at an international symposium of experts in 
climate, economics and business.                                                                     

Australia’s prime minister, Tony Abbott. ‘Australia is 
seen as very much out of touch and out of sync with what’s 
happening globally,’ says one expert in the lead-up to the Paris 
climate talks. 

Australia is emerging as “public enemy number one” of 
the United Nations climate change negotiations to be held in Paris 
in December, according to a Nobel laureate of medicine speaking 
from a sustainability symposium in Hong Kong.
             “People are saying informally that Australia and Canada 
are emerging as public enemy number one for the Paris talks on 
climate,” Doherty said.

“No other names are being mentioned. Australia is seen 
as very much out of touch and out of sync with what’s happening 
globally.”                                                             

Doherty said he became interested in climate change 
science because of the direct impact on health, such as increased 
heat stress from heatwaves, and indirect effects, such as hunger 
due to unpredictable severe weather patterns, or the spreading of 
insect-borne diseases such as malaria from the tropics to other 
regions.                   Abridged from Th Guardian 25 April 2015

Sydney water supply at 
risk if miners pay to 
damage fragile swamps, 
critics say 
                                              June 1, 2015 SMH    Nicole Hasham    
Coal companies could pay "a few lousy dollars" to damage 
sensitive swamps that provide pure drinking water to millions of 
Sydney siders if mining changes proposed by the Baird 
government proceed, environment groups say.
The proposal would allow coal mine operators to "offset" damage 
such as sinking or cracked swamps, water loss and effects on 
threatened animals by paying money into a government fund or 
other measures that green groups say will not make up for the 
destruction being wrought.
            Upland swamps are fragile ecosystems that store and 
purify water, and slowly release it over time. Many NSW swamps 
are undercut by proposed or existing mines, such as those around 
Lithgow and the plateau above the Illawarra escarpment, where 
water eventually flows into Sydney's dams and reservoirs.
The government says the scheme is more flexible and strategic, 
and improves environmental outcomes.

Nature Conservation Council of NSW chief executive 
Kate Smolski said including swamps in the scheme would allow 
coal miners to "knock holes in the city's drinking water supply for 
a few lousy dollars".

"Coal mining companies will be able to simply pay for 
their destruction, resulting in a net loss of both wildlife and 
water," she said.

Colong Foundation for Wilderness director Keith Muir 
said damage to swamps could not be offset by financial payments 
because "you can't replace a damaged swamp. There's no 
substitute water supply"        ���4
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Corporate Australia in 
denial over climate 
change, former coal exec 
Ian Dunlop says
By Nonee Walsh
15 Aug 2014, 

!  
PHOTO: Former coal and energy executive turned 
climate activist Ian Dunlop says the political 
appointments of climate change deniers shows 
appalling governance. (ABC News: Linda Skates) 

Corporate  Australia  is  in  complete  denial  about  climate 
change,  according  to  former  fossil  fuels  executive  and 
energy commentator Ian Dunlop.
Mr Dunlop,  a  former  chairman of  the  Coal  Association, 
said business should be condemning the chairman of the 
Prime  Minister's  Business  Advisory  Council  (BAC), 
Maurice Newman, for claiming the Earth is cooling.
A newspaper article by Mr Newman said that governments, 
including the former Labor government, followed biased 
research "like primitive civilisations offering sacrifices to 
appease the gods".

In  the  article,  published  in  The  Australian,  Mr  Newman 
suggested  global  warming  was  a  "religion  rather  than 
science", and may be a result of solar activity rather than 
emissions from human consumption.

Mr Newman also cited seven scientists to conclude that the 
next challenge was global cooling.

Mr Dunlop said not a single voice had been raised 
by  peak  business  about  the  appointment  of  so-called 
climate change deniers to advise government.

"The appointment  of  Maurice  Newman,  Dick Warburton 
and David Murray are evidence of the real problem that we 
have," Mr Dunlop said.

"The  Government  is  in  complete  denial  on  this  and 
unfortunately I believe that most of corporate Australia is 
in the same position.

"I  would  have  expected  that  corporate  leaders  would  be 
coming out and really making their voices heard, because 
this  is  the big issue that  is  going to affect  the corporate 
world.”

Mr Dunlop said the scientists Mr Newman quoted had been 
debunked.

"This has become an ideological  issue because supposed 
conservatives  don't  want  to  believe  that  this  is  actually 
happening,  because  what  it  means  is  that  we  have  to 
fundamentally change the way our business and economy 
operates," he said.

He  said  the  political  appointments  showed  appalling 
governance "when there  are  people  advising government 
who totally refuse to even accept there is a climate change 
problem - let alone give objective advice".
He  added  the  shareholder  value  of  companies  led  by 
climate change deniers would be "seriously affected as the 
impact of climate change mounts".

"The more enlightened corporations around the world are 
seeing that we now do have a very big problem, but we 
also have an enormous opportunity," he said.
Newman's comments 'deeply concerning': Tim Flannery,
from the Australian Climate Council,  says the people he 
speaks to in the business community do not agree with Mr 
Newman, and they take the science seriously.

"It  is  deeply  concerning  that  someone  who  supposedly 
represents the business community is spouting such arrant 
nonsense," Dr Flannery said.
"He is absolutely wrong and I can prove it, because science 
is on my side. That's what science does."
Dr Flannery says Mr Newman is plainly wrong about the 
science of climate change.
"The Prime Minister must surely be deeply embarrassed by 
the comments," he said.

"The  link  between  business  and  government  is  far  too 
important to be subject to rubbish like this."
Mr Dunlop does not expect to see political leadership on 
the  issue,  "because  it  is  too  hard  under  the  adversarial 
system".

"We have never had in this country a serious discussion on 
what climate change really means, it been dumbed down by 
both sides of politics," he said.

"Here  it  is  going to  have to  be  business  that  leads  ...  it 
requires people at the top of the corporations to get off their 
backsides and start to take account of the risks that we face 
and the opportunities, in a genuinely objective way.”

                                SMH   April 2015
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The fight against climate 
change change is down to us
 —the 99%        Naomi  Klein

Protesters react  as police officers start to make arrests on 
the Brooklyn bridge during an Occupy Wall Street protest 
in New York. Photograph: Jessica Rinaldi/Reuter
Our movement differs from previous anti-globalisation 
protests. To change society's values we must stay together 
for years  

If there is one thing I know, it's that the 1% loves a 
crisis. When people are panicked and desperate, that is the 
ideal time to push through their wish list of pro-corporate 
policies: privatising education and social security, slashing 
public services, getting rid of the last constraints on 
corporate power. Amidst the economic crisis, this is 
happening the world over.

There is only one thing that can block this tactic, 
and fortunately, it's a very big thing: the 99%. And that 
99% is taking to the streets from Madison to Madrid to say: 
"No. We will not pay for your crisis."

That slogan began in Italy in 2008. It ricocheted to 
Greece and France and Ireland and finally it has made its 
way to the square mile where the crisis began.

Many people have drawn parallels between 
Occupy Wall Street and the so-called anti-globalisation 
protests that came to world attention in Seattle in 1999. 
That was the last time a global, youth-led, decentralised 
movement took direct aim at corporate power. And I am 
proud to have been part of what we called "the movement 
of movements".

But there are important differences too. We chose 
summits as our targets: the World Trade Organisation, the 
IMF, the G8. Summits are transient, they only last a week. 
That made us transient too. And in the frenzy of hyper-
patriotism and militarism that followed 9/11, it was easy to 
sweep us away completely, at least in North America. 
Occupy Wall Street, on the other hand, has chosen a fixed 
target. And no end date. This is wise. Only when you stay
put can you grow roots. This is crucial. It is a fact of the 
information age that too many movements spring up like 
beautiful flowers but quickly die off. It's because they don't 
have roots. And they don't have long term plans for how 
they are going to sustain themselves. So when storms 

come, they get washed away.                                             
Being horizontal and deeply democratic is 

wonderful. These principles are compatible with the hard 
work of building structures and institutions that are sturdy 
enough to weather the storms ahead. I have great faith that 
this will happen.

Something else this movement is doing right: You 
have committed yourselves to non-violence. You have 
refused to give the media the images of broken windows 
and street fights it craves so desperately. And that  
tremendous discipline has meant that, again and again, the 
story has been the disgraceful and unprovoked police 
brutality.

But the biggest difference a decade makes is that 
in 1999, we were taking on capitalism at the peak of a 
frenzied economic boom. Unemployment was low, stock 
portfolios were bulging. The media were drunk on easy 
money. It was all about start-ups, not shut-downs.

We pointed out that the deregulation behind the 
frenzy came at a price. It was damaging to labour 
standards. It was damaging to environmental standards. 
Corporations were becoming more powerful than 
governments and that was damaging to our democracies. 
But to be honest with you, while the good times rolled, 
taking on an economic system based on greed was a tough 
sell, at least in rich countries.

Ten years later, it seems as if there aren't any more 
rich countries. Just a whole lot of rich people. People who 
got rich looting the public wealth and exhausting natural 
resources around the world.

The point is, today everyone can see that the 
system is deeply unjust and careening out of control. 
Unfettered greed has trashed the global economy. And we 
are trashing the natural world. We are overfishing our 
oceans, polluting our water with fracking and deepwater 
drilling, turning to the dirtiest forms of energy on the 
planet, like the Alberta tar sands. The atmosphere can't 
absorb the amount of carbon we are putting into it, creating 
dangerous warming. The new normal is serial disasters: 
economic and ecological.

These are the facts on the ground. They are so 
blatant, so obvious, that it is a lot easier to connect with the 
public than it was in 1999, and to build the movement 
quickly.
 We all know, or at least sense, that the world is up-        
side down. We act as if there is no end to what is actually 
finite: fossil fuels and the atmospheric space to absorb their 
emissions. And we act as if there are strict and immovable 
limits to what is actually bountiful: the financial resources 
to build the kind of society we need.

   The task of our time is to turn this round: to challenge 
this false scarcity. To insist that we can afford to build a 

decent, inclusive society – while at the same time respect 
the real limits to what the earth can take.  continued  next page
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       What climate change means is that we have to do this 
on a deadline. This time our movement cannot get 
distracted, divided, burned out or swept away by events. 
This time we have to succeed. And I'm not talking about 
regulating the banks and increasing taxes on the rich, 
though that's important.
       I am talking about changing the underlying values that 
govern our society. That is hard to fit into a single media-
friendly demand, and it's also hard to figure out how to do 
it. But it is no less urgent for being difficult.That is what I 
see happening in this square. In the way you are feeding 
each other, keeping each other warm, sharing information 
freely and providing health care, meditation classes and 
empowerment training. My favourite sign here says "I care 
about you". In a culture that trains people to avoid each 
other's gaze, to say "Let them die," that is a deeply radical 
statement.
      We have picked a fight with the most powerful 
economic and political forces on the planet. That's 
frightening. And as this movement grows from strength to 
strength, it will get more frightening. Always be aware that 
there will be a temptation to shift to smaller targets – like, 
say, the person next to you. Don't give into the temptation. 
This time, let's treat each other as if we plan to work side 
by side in struggle for many, many years to come. Because 
the task before us will demand nothing less.
      Let's treat this beautiful movement as if it is the most 
important thing in the world. Because it is. It really is.
• This is a version of a speech delivered on Thursday 8 
October, 2014,  that first appeared in print in the Occupied 
Wall Street Journal.

Australian Book Review

���           Ian Lowe
This clear and cogent book is an important wake-up call. It 
should  not  need  saying  that  it  is  impossible  for  human 
populations  and  economies  to  grow  without  limit  on  a 
finite planet, but that delusion is widespread. This book is a 
reminder of the inconvenient truth that should be informing 
our  leaders,  as  well  as  an  excellent  analysis  of  the  way 
public understanding of our global predicament has been 
systematically  subverted  for  decades  by  powerful  vested 
interests.
         More than forty years ago, the Club of Rome 
published its first report, The Limits to Growth (1972). 
Subtitled ‘a report for the Club of Rome’s project on the 

predicament of mankind’, it caused a storm by using 
computer models to show that there were limits to the 
growth of population, resource use, agricultural production, 
manufacturing, and pollution. The cover of my battered 
paperback edition says that ‘even under the most optimistic 
assumptions about advances in technology, the world 
cannot support present rates of economic and population 
growth for more than a few decades’. The report went on to 
argue that the existing trends were not inevitable: ‘It is 
possible to alter these growth trends and to establish a 
condition of ecological and economic stability that is 
sustainable far into the future’ with the possibility that this 
redesigned future could meet every person’s basic needs 
and give every person the opportunity to realise their 
potential.
         In an ideal world, leaders might have been expected 
to embrace the report with enthusiasm and gratitude, 
delighted to be shown a way to avoid serious problems and 
smooth the path to a sustainable future. Instead, the report 
was vigorously attacked by economists and politicians, 
many of them clearly offended by the very idea of limits. 
The attacks usually took the form of portraying the report 
in dishonestly simplified terms, claiming that it said we 
would run out of resources by 1990 or be choked by 
pollution, then appealing to our faith in human ingenuity or 
market forces to avoid this particular problem. It was an 
approach described by Alan Coddington as ‘cheer-
mongering’: portray the problem in simplified terms, make 
the obvious observation that the real world is more                                                                   
complicated, then express a cheerful optimism that the 
more complex situation will always yield to the 
combination of market forces and human ingenuity. It 
works, Coddington argued, because it tells people what 
they want to hear: don’t listen to the alarmists; human 
ingenuity and the market have made us more comfortable, 
so you can rest assured they will continue to work their 
magic.
      ‘It  should not need saying that it  is  impossible for 
human populations and economies to grow without limit on 
a finite planet, but that delusion is widespread.’
        More generally, as this book reminds us, economists 
argued that economic growth had been the key to 
improving material living standards, so the only hope of 
lifting the world’s poor out of their desperate living 
conditions was further growth. The implication was that 
continuing growth would eventually allow the poorest 
peasants in the world to live a life of middle-class comfort.                        
Those making that claim ignored the scale of resource (and 
consequent waste production) necessary for that future 
utopian world. Any critics who questioned the claim were 
portrayed as heartless people, content to allow widespread 
poverty to continue.
        Higgs shows the two fundamental problems with that 
argument.  The  neo-liberal  economic  agenda,  adopted 
enthusiastically  by  governments  in  English-speaking 
countries, has not benefited the poor but has dramatically           
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widened inequality, within and between nations. Secondly, 
the  limits  shown  forty  years  ago  are  now  becoming 
apparent.  The  book  draws  on  recent  studies  by  CSIRO 
scientist  Graham  Turner,  as  well  as  systems  ecologists 
Charles  Hall  and  John  Day.  Their  work  shows  that  the 
pattern  of  human  development  since  1970  has  been 
following the ‘standard run’ in The Limits to Growth, the 
path which leads to what that report called ‘a rather sudden 
and uncontrollable decline in both population and industrial 
capacity’.
       As Higgs notes, the pie has grown, but its growth has 
‘utterly  failed  to  yield  sufficiently  large  slices  to  afford 
everyone even modest security’. Prosperity is ‘concentrated 
among a privileged minority’, while more than half of the 
world’s  people remain desperately insecure.  At  the same 
time,  it  has  become  increasingly  clear  that  total  human 
consumption is straining the capacity of natural systems.
      Climate change is an obvious symptom of the problem, 
with the science showing that future generations will pay a 
very heavy price for our profligate use of fossil fuels. But it 
is not the only problem, and arguably not even the most 
serious problem. In principle, the damage we are doing to 
the climate system could be repaired within a few hundred 
years. If we were to move decisively to reduce our energy 
use and obtain our supply from the renewable sources like 
wind and solar, we could stabilise the climate this century 
and then set about restoring it to something like the average 
over the last 10,000 years. That is physically possible, if 
politically challenging.
   ‘Future generations will pay a very heavy price for our 
profligate use of fossil fuels’
      On the other hand, the loss of the Earth’s biological 
diversity is permanent; extinct species do not return. As I 
was preparing this review, the WWF (in partnership with 
the  Zoological  Society  of  London,  Global  Footprint 
Network and Water Footprint Network) released the Living 
Planet Report 2014.  It reviewed the populations of some 
10,000 vertebrate  species:  mammals,  reptiles,  fish,  birds, 
and  amphibians.  On  average,  those  populations  have 
declined  by  more  than  fifty  per  cent  since  1970.  That 
current rate of species loss is comparable with those during 
the five previous great extinction episodes of the planet’s 
history.  The  Millennium  Assessment  projected  that  we 
could lose up to a third of all mammal, bird, and amphibian 
species this century, if present trends continue. We know 
what is causing the decline of populations and the loss of 
species:  habitat  destruction,  introduced species,  chemical 
pollution,  and  climate  change.  All  of  those  forces  are 
driven  by  increasing  human  population  numbers  and 
increasing  consumption.  The  Living  Planet  Report 
estimated  that  we  are  now  using  150  per  cent  of  the 
sustainable  productivity  of  natural  systems.  While  there 
might be an economic case for deficit budgets in the short 
term, especially if the borrowing is used to invest in ways 
that  allow  future  prosperity,  there  is  absolutely  no 
ecological case for the current approach of running down 
our natural capital.

        Higgs  argues  convincingly  that  the  pursuit  of 
economic  growth  is  now  a  serious  threat  to  our  future. 
Unfortunately,  the ideology of many leaders makes them 
incapable  even  of  recognising  the  problem.  The  thought 
process  of  these  people  seems  to  be  that  they  deeply 
believe  governments  should  not  impede  private 
corporations  from  profitable  activities,  so  if  the  science 
says  that  governments  should  intervene  to  slow  climate 
change or protect threatened species or just keep the planet 
habitable,  the  science  must  be  wrong  and  the  scientists 
must be engaged in some sort of giant left-wing conspiracy 
to undermine civilisation. While the people of Australia are 
putting solar panels on their houses, cycling or using public 
transport, and organising community gardens, our national 
government has said the G20 meeting in Brisbane has to 
focus  on  economic  growth.  It  would  be  easy  to  get 
depressed.  

LONG-THOUGHT EXTINCT FROG 
REDISCOVERED

The large brown tree frog, with its distinctive 
orange markings on its hind legs, has not been 
seen or heard in the East Gippsland forest for 
more than 20 years and was thought to be extinct.
But on April 12, Wildlife Unlimited’s Rena 
Gaborov was doing a spotlight survey for yellow-
bellied gliders and greater gliders when she heard 
the frog’s distinctive call.
    
Ms Gaborov noted her GPS location before continuing her 
spotlight survey for yellow-bellied gliders and greater 
gliders, as part of her work with Wildlife Unlimited. 
She went back to the site the same night but heard nothing. 
She did however glimpse a frog sitting on a fern frond in 
the torchlight moments before it hopped into the darkness.

The photograph took the large brown tree frog from being 
presumed extinct to a member of what conservation 
scientists call "Lazarus species" – those rare creatures 
which prove the experts wrong by reappearing long after 
they were thought to have disappeared.

The large brown tree frog was one of four threatened 
species named in a 2013 Supreme Court case lodged by 
environmentalists against the state government. The 
Environment Defenders Office claimed the government 
had failed to draw up plans to adequately protect the 
threatened species.
Senior scientist at the state government's biodiversity 
research arm, the Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental 
Research, Nick Clemann said the find was "highly 
significant”.                                                                          
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Anti-CSG protesters stage 
Australia’s 'longest ever' 
highway demonstration
Hundreds of NSW residents – armed with placards and knitting 
needles – spread themselves over 2,000km of highway to protest 
against coal seam gas

���
Knitting Nannas Against Gas members (from left) Kerrie Dean, 
Dominique Jacobs and Annemie Pelletier participate in a NSW-
wide anti-CSG demonstration on the side of the Pacific Highway 
near Gloucester on Sunday,19 April, 2015.          

Photograph: Kylie Stott/Guardian Australia.
               
When the Knitting Nannas Against Gas attend an environmental 
protest, they don’t just pack banners and hand-painted posters – 
they make sure they have a pair of knitting needles and a few 
balls of yarn too.
The all-female, all-knitting movement began in Bentley, a 
community in north-western New South Wales, as a form of non-
violent protest against the coal seam gas industry.
As gas proposals and exploratory drilling spread to other parts of 
NSW, the Knitting Nannas movement followed, with 20 local 
chapters now across the state.

On Sunday  19 April the needles were out in force, 
joining hundreds of other (knitting and non-knitting) anti-CSG 
protesters who spread themselves over 2,000km of highway, 
opposing the coal seam gas industry in what has been dubbed 
“Australia’s longest ever highway demonstration”.

Anti-CSG group Northwest Alliance reported 500 
people set up more than 250 protest stations along the Pacific and 
Newell highways and across other major roads straddling NSW 
and Queensland in an attempt to attract the attention of families 
heading home on the final weekend of the school holidays.

Coal seam gas was a key state election issue for north-
western NSW, with residents concerned about the potential 
burden on local water supplies, intrusive noise and light pollution, 
and citing ongoing issues of water pollution management in the 
industry.

The Baird government has continued to show support 
for further gas projects, insisting it is necessary to keep energy 
prices down. A recent report by the Australian Energy Market 
Operator said there was no shortage in the gas supply.

Projects in NSW by AGL, Santos, Dart Energy and also 
over the border by Queensland Gas Company have all faced 
varying degrees of community opposition.

No single organising committee directed Sunday’s 
protest, which was conceived five months ago during discussions 
by a handful of residents in the NSW town of Coonabarabran. 

Word spread, both offline and on, and enthusiasm for the 
demonstration snowballed, so that on Sunday it extended almost   
six times its original 500km distance. In some sections, protests 
were stationed as close as every 2km.

Dominique Jacobs, a 50-year-old “Nanna” from 
Gloucester in the Hunter region of NSW, on Sunday stationed 
herself on a busy intersection of the Pacific Highway called 12 
Mile Creek. Dressed in the anti-CSG movement colours of black 
and yellow with a knitted chain of sunflowers around her neck, 
she said she was there to “highlight our displeasure to the general 
public, the government and AGL”.

Gloucester is where AGL has based a project it claims 
has the potential to supply more than 15% of the state’s gas needs 
by 2018. The pilot program was suspended in January after BTEX 
chemicals were detected in monitoring samples, with 
investigations by the Environmental Protection Authority 
pending.

Like many Knitting Nannas, Jacobs has had no prior 
experience of environmental activism. Concern for how the 
project may affect her seven children inspired her to join the 
movement. “If it goes ahead we won’t live here. We still have 
young children who go to school in town, which is too close to all 
that [gas] flaring,” she said.

For towns like Gloucester, the internet has helped them 
connect with other communities opposed to coal seam gas, said 
Jacobs.

“Every time coal seam gas goes somewhere new, it’s a 
learning curve for that community,” she said .
The drive to Gloucester via Bucketts Way takes you through the 
pristine countryside so many of the protesters are determined to 
protect – lush, green farmland and streams with water so clear 
you can see straight through to the rock bed.

Linda Gill, 60, is a Knitting Nanna from the Great 
Lakes region and one of 75,000 people living in a water 
catchment that could be affected by the Gloucester project. On 
Sunday she held a sign reading “Toot if you’re against CSG”. She 
estimated one in six drivers who passed her Pacific Highway 
station at Wootton gave a supportive honk.
The grandmother of three says the Knitting Nannas movement 
began as a way to “knit, chat and plot how to stop coal seam gas”.

“People feel quite comfortable chatting to us. Everyone 
loves their nanna.  Nannas aren’t going to lie to you. We want you 
to know what’s right and wrong,” said Gill.   And though distance 
separates her and other chapters of knit and purl protest makers, 
she feels a sense of camaraderie nonetheless. “I’m connected to 
everyone in the state who is against CSG, connected by the 
highways,” said Gill. “We’re knitting a nanna-lution!”                                  

The Guardian 21April 2015
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World's mountain of 
electrical waste reaches new 
peak of 42m tonnes
The biggest per-capita tallies were in countries known for 
green awareness, such as Norway and Denmark, with 
Britain fifth and US ninth on the UN report’s list

���
A fridge dump in Manchester. Almost two-thirds of glob
A record  amount  of  electrical  and  electronic  waste  was 
discarded around the world in 2014, with the biggest per-
capita  tallies  in  countries  that  pride  themselves  on 
environmental consciousness, a report said.

Last  year,  41.8m  tonnes  of  so-called  e-waste  – 
mostly  fridges,  washing  machines  and  other  domestic 
appliances at the end of their life – was dumped, the UN 
report said.
That’s the equivalent of 1.15m heavy trucks, forming a line 
23,000km  (14,300  miles)  long,  according  to  the  report, 
compiled  by  the  United  Nations  University,  the  UN’s 
educational and research branch.
      Less  than  one-sixth  of  all  e-waste  was  properly 
recycled, it 
      In 2013, the e-waste total was 39.8m tonnes – and on 
present trends, the 50-million-tonne mark could be reached 
in 2018.
     Topping  the  list  for  per-capita  waste  last  year  was 
Norway, with 28.4kg (62.5lbs) per inhabitant.
It was followed by Switzerland (26.3kg), Iceland (26.1kg), 
Denmark  (24.0kg),  Britain  (23.5kg),  the  Netherlands 
(23.4kg), Sweden (22.3kg), France (22.2kg) and the United 
States and Austria (22.1kg).
      The region with the lowest  amount of  e-waste per 
inhabitant was Africa, with 1.7kg per person. It generated a 
total of 1.9m tonnes of waste.
      In volume terms, the most waste was generated in the 
United  States  and  China,  which  together  accounted  for 
32% of the world’s total, followed by Japan, Germany and 
India.

Waste  that  could  have  been  recovered  and 
recycled was worth $52bn, including 300 tonnes of gold – 
equal to 11% of the world’s gold production in 2013.
But  it  also  included  2.2m  tonnes  of  harmful  lead 
compounds, as well as mercury, cadmium and chromium, 

and  4,400  tonnes  of  ozone-harming  chlorofluorocarbon 
(CFC) gases.
      “Worldwide,  e-waste  constitutes  a  valuable  ‘urban 
mine’ – a large potential reservoir of recyclable materials,” 
UN under secretary-general David Malone said.
“At  the  same  time,  the  hazardous  content  of  e-waste 
constitutes  a  ‘toxic  mine’  that  must  be  managed  with 
extreme care.”
       Almost 60% of e-waste by weight came from large and 
small  kitchen,  bathroom  and  laundry  appliances.  Seven 
percent  was  generated  by  discarded  mobile  phones, 
calculators, personal computers and printers.                                      
                                                        The Guardian 20 April 2015 

Laos Mekong Dam
High-risk overseas investment projects are a growing concern 
for responsible business. Mega-First Corporation Berhad is 
likely to come under fire at its annual general meeting today, 
as the company faces growing criticism for its role in the 
controversial Don Sahong Dam, planned on the Mekong River 
in Laos.
Mega-First, the Malaysian project developer, has pushed 
forward on implementation of the Don Sahong Dam - the 
second Mekong mainstream dam - despite opposition from 
the Cambodian, Thai and Vietnamese governments, and 
calls for further study of the project's impact.  Siphandone, 
southern Laos, is a unique microcosm of the Mekong 
River's rich ecosystem. The area is renowned for abundant 
fisheries that support more than 200 species of fish, which 
act as a staple in the diet and livelihoods of local 
communities. 

The Don Sahong Dam will block the main channel 
used year round by fish migrating between Mekong 
countries. Disrupting fish passage will have a profound and 
irreversible impact on food security and lives throughout 
the region. 

By moving ahead with construction of the Don 
Sahong Dam, Mega-First is also disregarding the 
procedures for regional cooperation between lower 
Mekong governments. The four governments have not been 
able to reach agreement about the future of the project. At a 
meeting of the Joint Committee of the Mekong River 
Commission in January 2015, it was decided that the inter-
governmental decision would be raised to a ministerial 
level. However, this meeting has not happened, and yet 
construction at the dam site continues. 

It is clear that many uncertainties remain in 
understanding the far-reaching impacts of the Don Sahong 
Dam, and in plans to mitigate these impacts. To continue to 
implement the dam in this way is highly irresponsible and 
risks not only the food security and livelihoods of millions 
of people in the Mekong region, but also the future of 
regional cooperation.       Kate Ross   The Nation  22 May 2015
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Protesters condemn Arctic drilling     

Environmental activists in Seattle have paddled out to sea 
to protest a Shell oil rig moored off the coast of the US city 
that is headed for Arctic drilling.
Hundreds of kayaks, canoes, sailboats and a solar-powered 
barge called The People's Platform circled around Shell's 
massive yellow and white oil rig moored in the city's port 
on Saturday, The Seattle Times reported.
Protesters held signs reading "Paddle in Seattle" and flew 
flags from their boats calling for "Climate Justice", 
condemning Shell's plans to drill in the Arctic.

The protest follows an announcement from 
President Barack Obama earlier in May allowing Shell to 
drill in the Arctic, a move that has angered 
environmentalists.
         "The tiny boats on the water against the backdrop of 
the giant oil rig... It is a chance to show how much people 
care," protester Amy McKendry told the newspaper.
The 94-metre Shell oil rig has been in Seattle port since 
Thursday, according to The Seattle Times.

���
Activists surround Shell's Polar Pioneer at the Port of Seattle to 

protest arctic drilling. Photo: Joshua Trujillo 
The rig is the largest part of the 25-vessel fleet Shell Oil 
has in the area as it prepares to resume oil exploration in 
Alaska's Arctic, the newspaper added.

Obama recently called oil production "important", 
while also asking for a transition towards cleaner energy.
Environmental groups oppose the drilling in part because 
of the threat an oil spill would pose to the region full of 
vulnerable Arctic animals.

Shell put its drilling plans for the Alaskan Arctic 
on hold in 2013 following multiple problems with two 
exploration rigs.                May 17, 2015 SMH

Will Abbott save Galilee 
Basin coalmine? 
 Peter Boyle 
Melbourne Commonwealth Bank occupation by "Raise The 
In its latest federal budget, the Tony Abbott Liberal-
National government announced the setting up of a $5 
billion “concessional loan facility” called the Northern 
Australia Infrastructure Facility. The proposal has been 
condemned by environmental and Aboriginal rights groups.

According to a report in the May 15 Sydney 
Morning Herald, a spokeswoman for federal treasurer Joe 
Hockey said companies building infrastructure in parts of 
Queensland, Western Australia and the Northern Territory 
would be able to apply for these loans if they could show

that these projects that had an ability to generate a return 
but not at a level sufficient to be fully financed by the 
private sector.

“If the Galilee Basin coal projects would not be 
commercially viable without government assistance they 
may be eligible.”

Environmentalists have been campaigning, with 
some success, to pressure banks and other financial 
institutions to divest or rule out investing in the mega coal 
and coal seam gas mining projects in the Queensland's 
Galilee Basin for good reason, as 350.org explains:
“Stopping the Galilee Coal mines of central Queensland is 
one of the most important fossil fuel fights on the planet. If 
the Galilee Basin was a country it would be the seventh 
largest source of carbon emissions — it’s a veritable 
ticking carbon bomb.
“The Galilee, if opened up, would consist of nine coal 
mines, five of which would be the largest ever-built in 
Australia. This monstrous project would require a major 
expansion of Abbot Point port, which sits on the edge of 
our precious Great Barrier Reef.”

This global climate action group says that already 
12 major global banks have ruled out funding this 
dangerous project and it has organised a series of 
occupations of branches of n.
Greens deputy leader Senator Larissa Waters said in a 
media statement: “Taxpayers should not have to foot the 
bill for the big mining companies to use up Queensland's 
water supplies, damage the Great Barrier Reef and cook the 
planet.

“Why should mining magnates like Gina Rinehart 
and Clive Palmer get taxpayer-funded handouts to suck up 
Queensland's water for their climate-destroying mines, 
when we're in terrible drought and facing El Nino?”
“ The Galilee Basin mega-mines are 
environmentally and economically unviable. The coal price 
has tanked because the rest of the world is turning to 
renewables, while our backward government attacks 
Australia's renewable energy industry.

“It's just insane to be putting taxpayer money into 
propping up these white elephants, especially when 11 
international banks have ruled out financing Galilee Basin 
Coal projects.

“Adani has admitted in court that their Carmichael 
coal mine jobs and royalties figures are overblown and 
experts warn they will likely pay no tax in Australia, as the 
mine will not run a profit.
“The Abbott government needs to stop putting its big 
mining donors ahead of farmers, the climate, and the Great 
Barrier Reef.”                                                                

Abridged  from Green Left Weekly May 26  2015
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Governments give fossil 
fuel industry $5.3 trillion a 
year                  Nadia Prupis 
Governments worldwide are spending $10 million 
every minute to fund energy companies — more 
than the estimated public health spending for the 
entire globe. 

The fossil fuel industry receives US$5.3 trillion a 
year in government subsidies, despite its disastrous toll on 
the environment, human health, and other global inequality 
issues, a new report by the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has found.

That means that governments worldwide are 
spending $10 million every minute to fund energy 
companies — more than the estimated public health 
spending for the entire globe.

IMF economists Benedict Clements and Vitor 
Gaspar wrote in a blog post accompanying the report
“These estimates are shocking. The number for 2015 is 
more than double the US$2 trillion we had previously 
estimated for 2011.”
The report states: “The damages from energy use include 
'premature deaths through local air pollution, exacerbating 
congestion and other adverse side effects of vehicle use, 
and increasing atmospheric greenhouse gas 
concentrations.”
Clements and Gaspar write: “Energy subsidies are both 
large and widespread. They are pervasive across advanced 
and developing countries.” The worst offenders are China, 
which gave a $2.3 trillion subsidy to its domestic fossil fuel 
industry, and the US, which spent $699 billion.
After those countries are Russia ($335 billion), India ($277 
billion), and Japan ($157 billion).
Clements and Gaspar said: “In China alone, the World 
Health Organization estimates there are over one million 
premature deaths per year due to outdoor air pollution, 
caused by the burning of polluting fuels, particularly coal, 
and other sources.”

Lord Nicholas Stern, an eminent climate 
economist at the London School of Economics, told The 
Guardian on May 18: “This very important analysis 
shatters the myth that fossil fuels are cheap by showing just 
how huge their real costs are.
“There is no justification for these enormous subsidies for 
fossil fuels, which distort markets and damage economies, 
particularly in poorer countries.”

If anything, the report’s findings are 
“conservative”, Steve Kretzmann, executive director of Oil 
Change International, told Common Dreams.
“[I]t doesn’t include direct subsidies to fossil fuel 
producers, and it doesn’t include things like the cost of 
military resources to defend Persian Gulf oil.

We need is the political courage to end all fossil 
fuel subsidies once and for all.”
Coal gets the highest subsidies, the report states, “given its 
high environmental damage and because (unlike for road 

fuels) no country imposes meaningful excises on its 
consumption.”

The report follows a Guardian investigation that 
found that fossil fuel projects operated by Shell, 
ExxonMobil, and Marathon Petroleum in 2011 and 2012 
each received between $78 million and $1.6 billion in 
taxpayer funding, “all granted by politicians who received 
significant campaign contributions from the fossil fuel industry”.
          According to the report, “Eliminating post-tax subsidies in 
2015 could raise government revenue by $2.9 trillion (3.6 percent 
of global GDP), cut global CO2 emissions by more than 20 
percent, and cut pre-mature air pollution deaths by more than half. 
After allowing for the higher energy costs faced by consumers, 
this action would raise global economic welfare by $1.8 trillion.”

Abridged fro Green Left Weekly  May 26 2015

Protests against BP’s plans to drill for oil 
in Great Australian Bight
May 23, 2015 Green Left Weekly
Chris Peterson

���
Protesters hold a banner opposing BP oil drilling in the Great Australian 
Bight, in St Kilda beach on May 16, 2015   Photo: Chris Peterson

About 100 people rallied at Glenelg in Adelaide to 
protest against plans by oil company British Petroleum to 
explore for oil in the Great Australian Bight.

Other demonstrations were held on Kangaroo 
Island, in Melbourne and on the Sunshine Coast as part of a 
nationwide protest coordinated by the Wilderness Society.
BP is ploughing ahead with its controversial $1 billion 
exploration campaign off the South Australian coast in the 
face of mounting concern from environmental groups. The 
first well, called Stromlo, is expected to start drilling in 
October next year in water about 2.2 kilometres deep.

The Great Australian Bight is widely considered 
one of the most prospective, unexplored offshore basins in 
the world and potentially holds billions of barrels of oil and 
gas. US oil companies Chevron and Murphy Oil, and local 
explorer Santos have also secured offshore permits in the 
area, but the falling oil price has caused them to defer 
drilling.

These plans have alarmed environmental groups 
who are concerned about pollution and disturbance of 
habitats in pristine waters in the bight.

Wilderness Society of SA director Peter Owen said 
Australia could not respond to a disaster on the scale of 
BP's 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico if there was a spill 
in the Bight12 
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